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CEKI[IA VIIL
AKTYAJIBHI IPOBJIEMH ®IJIOJOI'TYHUX HAYK

O. B. Tarnopolsky, A. V. Monastyrnaya

CONSTRUCTIVIST APPROACH TO TEACHING ENGLISH
AS A FOREIGN LANGUAGE

Over the past decades, constructivism has evolved into a unique paradigm for teach-
ing and learning of foreign languages, the focus of which is the comprehensive devel-
opment of learner’s creativity.

Constructivism is a philosophical viewpoint, the main idea of which is based on the
notion that knowledge cannot be transferred to the learner, and one can only create ped-
agogical conditions for self-construction of learner's own picture of the world through
active interaction. According to the theory of constructivism, each of us constructs
his/her own understanding of the world around us and has his/her own convictions and
vision of the world.

Constructivist views of the teaching/learning process are reflected in the works of
Jean Piaget, Lev Vygotsky. John Dewey and Jerome Bruner who believed that students
are able to fully understand and assimilate only the knowledge that has been constructed
by themselves. According to Piage [1]. in the process of assimilation, individuals incor-
porate the new experience into an already existing structure without changing that struc-
ture. This may occur when individuals' experiences are aligned with their internal repre-
sentations of the world. but may also occur as a failure to change faulty understanding.

The essence of constructivist approach to teaching/learning is that students are given
the opportunity to construct their knowledge, skills and abilities themselves through in-
teraction with each-other on the basis of previous experiences. It is important to note that
teachers do not simply transfer knowledge to students, but the students actively construct
1t themselves in their own minds. In the process of learning students discover and trans-
form new information, checking that new information against what 1s already known to
them. A constructivist approach to teaching/learning views the learner as an active agent
in the process of acquiring knowledge. The strategy is student-centered rather than
teacher-centered in which teacher acts as a guide or facilitator.

With proper application, constructivist approach has a number of benefits for the
student:

1. It gives students the opportunity to enhance their knowledge and enjoy the process
of learning since they are actively involved, rather than being passive listeners;

2. Constructivism gives students ownership of knowledge that they acquire in the
process of learning, since it is based on student’s questions and explorations;

3.1t helps to develop student’s social and communication skills by modeling situa-
tions that imply collaboration and exchanges of ideas.

Since constructivism is based on the assumption that learning is the result of «men-
tal construction», students learn by searching for new information, along with the one
that has already been received. Therefore, the learning process actively uses the social
and cultural experience of the student, his/her personal needs and interests. An important
component of the learning process is active cognitive activity. Students are constantly
updating their own mental models to reflect new information, and therefore, construct
their own interpretation of reality. It gives them an opportunity to show individual abili-
ties and develop their own educational trajectory.

There are a number of reasons why the constructivist approach is one of the most ef-
fective approaches to teaching foreign language for specific purposes: 1. Students un-
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consciously develop their language skills in the process of communication and interac-
tion with each-other on the basis of simulated professional situations; 2. Such activity
gives students the opportunity not only to subconsciously develop the skills of English
for Specific Purposes, but also to acquire professional knowledge and skills; 3. It helps
to increase the motivation of students to learn a foreign language for professional pur-
poses, because they understand its usefulness for their professional development:; 4. The
constructivist approach to teaching/learning is based on the principle of educational au-
tonomy [2]. which in professional communication. even in simulated situations, turns in-
to a creative process since professional interaction 1s connected with problem solving;
5. It makes students constantly involved in the process of searching for professionally
relevant information that is necessary to fulfill their creative professional training tasks.
Since this search is carried out using professional sources in English, it becomes highly
important in mastering the language of professional communication.
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V. O. Patsan (Archbishop Eulogius of Novomoskovsk)

TOPOLOGICAL METHODS: PRESUMPTIONS AND PERSPECTIVES
OF THE USE IN THEORY AND HISTORY OF BIBLE TRANSLATION

The initiative of analyzing the topology of national Scripture versions is actualized
to pave one of the ways of renewing the methodology of humanitarian studies inspired
by comprehending the anthropocentric self-restriction of Post-Renaissance rational con-
sciousness. At the turn of the twentieth — twenty-first century post-traditionalist rational-
ity has disclosed that antropocentrism established by the Renaissance humanism mani-
fests itself through excluding from the rationalistic dimension of the Self both experi-
ence of God’s communication predetermining the ethical perception of the Other and re-
alization of the personal character of being [7].

The recent history of humanity is characterized by the search for such reasons of
personal self-definition that will ensure overcoming its crisis, marking the end of the
twentieth century. Provoked by the postmodern differentiation between person and sub-
ject based upon the refusal of metaphysical presumptions, the loss of identity felt and re-
alized against the philosophical background of postmodernism predicts its historical and
cultural outcome. Revealing in the early twenty-first century as a motive in renovating
the criteria of the personality, the revision of the rationalistic subjective principle per-
formed by post-non-classical philosophy predetermines the perspectives of humanitarian
reflection, aimed at reviewing the concepts of the subjectivity connecting the authentic
kernel of a unique Self with the rationality.

It is of common knowledge, that a departure from the classical type of philosophiz-
ing, significant for the transformations of worldview occurred in the last century, was in-
itiated by the new perception of the subject which had developed throughout the nine-
teenth century «as a reaction to perceived depersonalizing elements in seventeenth cen-
tury and Enlightenment rationalism, Kantian epistemology of transcendental idealism
and Hegelian absolute idealism» [8]. Such a revision of the rationalistic philosophical
branches forming the basis of post-traditionalistic consciousness resulted in realizing the
irreducibility of the subject's self-fulfillment only to laying and revealing cognitive
foundations equalized in the famous formula by R. Descartes «cogito ergo sum» (in
spite of its rationalistic nature discovered, according to the author’s confession, under
the mystical circumstances!).
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