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SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT - CONCEPT,
DEFINITIONS

The article analyzes different approaches to defining the essence of sustainable
development, its goals and conditions of achievement. The concept of sustainable development
has emerged as a response to growing concern about the potential negative effects on the
ecosystem due to pressure from human activity. Its aim was to prevent or at least reduce
the imbalance between economic growth and social development, as well as between
socio-economic development and the natural environment. The most common definition of
sustainable development is recorded as the first sentence of the 1987 report, Our Common
Future. This definition represents sustainable development as a development in which the
needs of the modern generation can be met without sacrificing the ability of future generations
to meet their own needs. The concept of sustainable development is attracting more and more
supporters and, most importantly, it is being implemented in many countries, especially in
developed market economies. The concept of sustainable development is based on people as
environmental actors, our planet as an area (object) of human influence and partnership. Only
a comprehensive approach will achieve the goal of this concept, that is, prosperity and peace
in the world.

Key words: sustainable development, sustainable development goals, conditions for achiev-
ing sustainable development.

VY craTTi nMpoaHanizoBaHO Pi3HI MiJXOJM 10 BU3HAUEHHS CYTI CTAOILIBHOI'O PO3BHUTKY,
Horo nijedt Ta yMOB JOCATHEHHs. KOHIIENIis cTaioro po3BUTKY 3’sBMIIACS SIK BIIIMOBIAb Ha
3pOCTa0Y€e 3aHETTOKOEHHS MOKJIMBUMH HETaTUBHUMH HACIiKaMH ISl €eKOCHCTEMH BHACITi-
JIOK THCKY 3 60Ky ZLI}IJILHOCTI moaunau. [i MeToro 6yJ10 3amobirtu abo HpI/IHaI/IMHl 3MEHIIIUTH
JcOaTane MK eKOHOMIYHUM 3POCTAHHSIM Ta COLIATbHUM PO3BUTKOM, a TAKOXK MIDXK COLliaJIb-
HO-€KOHOMIYHMM PO3BUTKOM Ta MPHPOAHUM cepepoBuieM. HaiiOinpmn mommpeHe BH3HA-
YEHHSI CTAJIOTO PO3BUTKY 3adikcoBaHe sk mepiue pedeHHs ponosifi 1987 p. «Hame crinbHe
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MaiiOyTHe». Lle BU3Ha4YeHHS sBIIsiE COOOIO CTAIMH PO3BHUTOK 5K PO3BHTOK, B SIKOMY IOTpeOH
CY4YaCHOTO TOKOJIIHHS MOXYTh OyTH 3a10BOJICHI 0€3 IIKOAM Ui 3MAaTHOCTI MalOyTHIX IO-
KOJIIHb 33JI0BOJIBHATH BiacHI norpedu. KoHIemnmis cranoro po3BUTKy MpUBEpTaE BCE OLIb-
IIe MIPUXIIBHUKIB 1, 110 HAUTOJIIOBHIIIE, BIIPOBADKYETHCS Y 0araTrbox KpaiHax, 0COOJIHBO B
KpaiHax 3 PO3BUHEHOIO PHHKOBOIO €KOHOMiKOI0. KOHITeNIist cTanoro po3BUTKY 0a3yeThcs Ha
JIHOJISIX SIK €KOJIOTIUHHX CyO0’€KTax, Hallol IUlaHeTH K cepu (00’eKTa) BIUIUBY JIIOAWHH Ta
napTHepcTBa. JIuie KOMIUIEKCHUH MiAXiJ TO3BOJIMTH JOCSTTH METH Ii€l KoHuenuii, To0To
NPOLBITAHHS Ta MHPY.

BauenHs cTamoro po3BUTKY MiAPUBAETHCS 3POCTAI0YOI0 KOPIIOPATHBHOIO TII00Oai3ari-
€10 EKOHOMIYHOI'O XKHTTSI 3 HOr0 MOCTIHHUM MpParHeHHsIM 10 PUOYTKY, JTOMIHYIOUUMH CHC-
TEMaMH LIHHOCTEH, 11€0JIOTISIMH Ta HaIMIPHUM CIIOXKMBaHHSM, ITOJITHYHOIO IIPAKTHKOIO, Oa-
30BaHOI0 HA HETAHMX — JI0 HACTYITHUX BHOOPIB — HIJIIX Ta oOingHKax. Lle OaueHHs, y cBOIO
4epry, MiATPUMYETBCS 3pOCTAI0UO0 BipOIO, IO JIFOJICTBY 3aTPOXKYE €KOJIOTIYHE Ta COIiajhb-
He caMO3HHIIeHHS. [[boMy CripHisie TaK0K IPUCKOPEHHST 3pOCTaHHS €KOJIOITYHOT 00i3HAHOCTI
y PI3HHX COLIAILHUX KOJIaX, 0COOJIMBO cepe/l MOJIO, IHTEJIEKTYaJIbHOTO Ta OpraHi3auiiHoro
JO3piBaHHS aHTHKOPIIOPATHBHUX Ta «3€JCHHX» 3MiH, II00aTiCTCHKUX PYyXiB, a TAKOXK Mpoe-
KOJIOTIYHOTO TEXHOJIOTIYHOTO TIPOTPECY.

Knrouogi cnosa: cmabinonuii po3sumox, yini cmabilbHO20 PO36UMKY, YMOBU OOCACHEHHS
CcmadinbHo20 PO36UMKY.

B crarbe mpoaHanM3MpOBaHBI PA3TMYHBIE MTOJXO/B! K OMPEICIICHHIO CYIITHOCTH yCTOM-
YUBOT'O Pa3BUTHS, €0 LieJIEN U yCIOBUN ToCcTHKeHUs1. KoHuenus ycToiuMBoro pa3BUuTHsI 0-
SIBUJIACh KaK OTBET Ha pacTyliee OeCrOKOWCTBO OTHOCHTEILHO BOBMOYKHBIX HETaTUBHBIX MO-
CJI/ICTBHI ISl SKOCHCTEMBI BCIIEJICTBUE JIABICHHS CO CTOPOHBI JAEsATEILHOCTH YenoBeka. Ee
IEeNbI0 OBUTO TIPEAOTBPATUTH WM XOTSI OBl YMEHBIIUTH ANCOANAHC MEKTY SKOHOMHUYECKHM
POCTOM M COLMAIBHBIM Pa3BUTUEM, A TAKKE MEKYy COINAIbHO-3KOHOMUYECKUM Pa3BUTHEM
W mpupoaHor cpenoi. Hauboree pacrnpocTpaHeHHOE OmpesielieHne YCTOWIMBOTO Pa3BUTHS
3a()MKCHPOBAHO Kak IepBoe npeuioxkenue aokiane 1987 r. «Hame obmiee Oymymiee». 910
OTIpeJIeTICHUE TIPEJICTaBIIsIeT COO0H YCTOHUMBOE pa3BUTHE KaK Pa3BUTHE, B KOTOPOM IOTpeO-
HOCTH COBPEMEHHOTO TIOKOJIEHHSI MOTYT OBITh YAOBIECTBOPEHBI 03 yIiep6a it BO3MOKHOCTH
OyIyIIMX TIOKOJICHHH YIOBIETBOPATH COOCTBEHHBIC MOTPeOHOCTH. KOHIIETIUS YCTOWYMBOTO
pa3BHUTHS TPUBJIEKAET Bce OOJbIIE CTOPOHHUKOB U, YTO CaMO€ TIIaBHOE, BHEIPSETCS BO MHO-
TUX CTpaHaxX, 0OCOOEHHO B CTpaHaX C Pa3BUTOW PHIHOYHOHM dKOHOMHKOH. KoHIemnus ycToii-
YMBOTO PA3BUTHSI Oa3upyeTCsl HA JTIOJSIX KaK 3KOJIOTHUECKUX CyObeKTax Halllel MIaHeThl KakK
obunactu (00BEKTa) BO3ICHCTBHS YelIOBEKa U TapTHEPCTBa. TOIBKO KOMITJIEKCHBIN OAXO/ 110-
3BOJIUT JJOCTUYb II€TTH ATOW KOHIETINH, TO €CTh MPOIBETAHHS 1 MHUpAa.

Knrwouesvie cnoea: cmabunvroe pazeumue, yeau YCMOUUUBO2O DPA3GUMUS, OO0CMUICEHUU
YCMOU4UB020 PA3GUMIUAL.

Introduction. The concept of sustainable development appeared as a re-
sponse to the growing concern about the possibilities of terrestrial ecosystem as a
result of pressure from human activity. Its aim was to prevent, or at least reduce,
the imbalance between economic growth and social development, as well as be-
tween socio-economic development and the natural environment. The most wide-
ly accepted definition of sustainable development is recorded as the first sentence
of the 1987 Report “Our Common Future”. This definition represents sustainable
development as a development in which the needs of the present generation can
be met without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own
needs. The concept of sustainable development attracts more and more support-
ers and, most importantly, is being implemented in many countries, especially
those with developed market economies. The concept of sustainable development
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is based on people as environmental actors, our planet as an area (object) of hu-
man influence and partnership. Only an integrated approach will achieve the goal
of this concept, i.e. prosperity and peace in the world.

The concept of sustainable development. Global threats arising in the sec-
ond half of the 20th century, resulting from rapid consumption of natural resourc-
es, growing environmental pollution, excessive demographic growth, failure to
satisfy the basic needs of growing groups of people and deep destabilization of
natural and socio-economic systems, contributed to an intensive discussion, con-
ducted with a large participation of international institutions, primarily the United
Nations, on worrying development trends. Finally, the idea of sustainable devel-
opment was born at the turn of the 1970s and 1980s on the basis of the need report-
ed by politicians, business people and economics to establish the canon of global
environmental protection policy [Papuzinski 2006].

The concept of sustainable development appeared as a response to the grow-
ing concern about the possibilities of terrestrial ecosystem as a result of the pres-
sure caused by human activity. Its aim was to prevent or at least reduce the imbal-
ance between economic growth and social development, as well as between social
and economic development and the natural environment [Poskrobko 2009]. The
growing awareness of responsibility for the global scale of environmental chang-
es generated even by individual human activities led to the search for a develop-
ment model that would ensure the implementation of human needs while reducing
environmental damage. Therefore, sustainable development became a response to
the maturing need for a new approach to environmental resources and their use for
human and economic needs.

The essence of sustainable development has emerged and developed during
the intensive media development. Through information in the daily press and tele-
vision on environmental disasters and related threats to the population, the con-
viction of global responsibility for even local changes in the environment was
evoked. Growing awareness of the international community has led to the de-
velopment of cooperation in the field of environmental protection [Kenig-Wit-
kowska 2011]. Therefore, the concept of sustainable development was created as
a response to the growing concern over contemporary human and environmental
relations and their consequences. Initially, it was presented as a way of promot-
ing nature conservation. Then another important factor conducive to the devel-
opment of the idea of sustainable development next to public care for the envi-
ronment turned out to be the development of ecology as a science [Rokicka and
Wozniak 2016].

By entering the term “‘sustainable development” into the Google search en-
gine, we can find 9 440 000 web page views. It is used by international and nation-
al institutions, promoted by politicians, corporations, programmes on various sub-
jects and in various fields of activity.

Modern understanding of the concept of sustainable development was first
presented in a work by the Saxon civil servant and thinker Hans Carl von Carlow-
itz, published in 1713, entitled “Sylvicultura economica” [Rokicka and Wozniak
2016]. The author of this work was the creator of a model of sustainable forest-
ry. At the beginning of the 18th century in Germany there was a constant short-
age of wood due to the depletion of local forests. Wood was used for mining and
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metallurgical purposes. Carlowitz ordered the reconstruction of forests under his
control by introducing the principles of regulated management of natural resourc-
es. These mainly consisted of cutting down the number of trees that did not ex-
ceed their natural growth. Soon his model became accepted in the forestry of the
whole Germany, and then became an example for the whole world [Rokicka and
Wozniak 2016].

Definitions of sustainable development. The most widely accepted defini-
tion of sustainable development is recorded as the first sentence of the 1987 Re-
port “Our Common Future”. This definition represents sustainable development
as a development in which the needs of the present generation can be met without
compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs. The report
points out that environment and development are inextricably linked and should
therefore be treated as a single issue.

Moreover, the United Nations Conference Declarations were of fundamental
importance for the terminology of sustainable development from a legal and inter-
national perspective:

— on the environment (adopted in Stockholm on 16 June 1972, the so-called
Stockholm Declaration) [Lipinski 2010, Rokicka and Wozniak 2016],

— and on the environment and development (adopted in Rio de Janeiro on 14
June 1992 at the so-called Earth Summit).

As a result of undertaken activities, 27 principles related to sustainable
development were listed, among which the following can be mentioned:

a) man has the right to a healthy and creative life in harmony with nature,

b) States have a sovereign right to use their natural resources, but are
responsible to present and future generations for ensuring that their activities do
not damage the environment,

c) in order to achieve sustainable development, it is necessary for
environmental protection to be an inseparable part of development processes and
not to be considered separately from them,

d) sustainable development requires the eradication of poverty and reduction
of disparities in the standard of living of most people in the world,

e) in order to achieve sustainable development, States should reduce or
eliminate production and consumption patterns hampering this development,
deepen scientific knowledge in this area and effectively provide every citizen with
adequate access to environmental information and raise public awareness in this
field [Rakoczy and Wierzbowski 2010, Rokicka and WozZniak 2016].

The World Summit on Sustainable Development (Rio+10) held in
Johannesburg in 2002 presented the so-called Declaration on Sustainable
Development, which included the following statements:

a) sustainable development is the responsibility of the entire international
community,

b) conditions necessary to achieve this goal are, inter alia, the eradication of
poverty, changes in consumption patterns and protection of natural resources,

¢) the effect of human activity is deterioration of the state of environment on a
global scale consisting in, inter alia, a decline in biodiversity and the emergence of
negative climate changes, which as a result deprives many people of the possibility
of dignified life [Lipinski 2010, Rokicka and Wozniak 2016].
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The Rio+20 World Summit, held in Rio de Janeiro on 20-22 June 2012, had
a significant impact on shaping the importance of sustainable development. The
result of this meeting was the adoption of a declaration “The future we want to
have” and the decision to inaugurate a process to develop a set of new sustainable
development goals (SDG) [Rokicka and Wozniak 2016].

In addition, the 2030 Sustainability Agenda Summit was held at the UN
headquarters in New York on 25-27 September 2015. It adopted the document
“Transforming our world: Agenda for Sustainable Development — 2030, which
sets out, inter alia, 17 key goals for sustainable development — Table 1.

Table 1
Sustainable Development Goals

Goal 1 | Lack of poverty Eliminate poverty in all its forms throughout the world

Eliminate hunger, achieve food security and ensure better
nutrition, promote sustainable agriculture

Goal 3 | Health and well-being | Ensure a healthy life and promote prosperity for all people of all ages

Provide inclusive and quality education, as well as promote
lifelong learning

Goal 2 | No hunger

Goal 4 | High-level education

Goal 5 | Gender equality Achieve gender equality and empower women and girls
Clean water and Ensure water availability for all people, as well as sustainable
Goal 6 |access to sanitary water management and sanitation
facilities
Cheap and clean Provide access for all to stable, sustainable and modern
Goal 7 .
energy energy at affordable prices
Decent work and Promote durable, inclusive and sustainable economic growth,
Goal 8 . .
economic growth full and productive employment and decent work for all
Industry, innovation | Build resilient infrastructure, promote inclusive and
Goal 9 . . . P . -
and infrastructure sustainable industrialization and support innovation

Goal 10 |Reducing inequalities | Reduce inequalities within and between countries
Goal 11 Sustainable cities and | Make cities and human settlements inclusive, safe, resilient

communities and sustainable
Responsible Ensure sustainable consumption and production patterns
Goal 12 | consumption and
production
Goal 13 | Climate action Take urgent action to combat climate change and its
consequences
.. Protect the seas and oceans and use their resources
Goal 14 | Living underwater .
sustainably
Protect, restore and promote sustainable use of terrestrial
Goal 15 | Life on carth ecosystems, manage forests sustainably, combat

desertification, stop and reverse soil degradation, and halt
biodiversity loss

Promote peaceful and inclusive societies conducive to
sustainable development; ensure access to justice for all;
create efficient, civic and inclusive institutions at all levels

Goal 16 | Peace, justice and
strong 1nstitutions

. Strengthen the implementation of Goals and renew the global
Goal 17 | Partnership for CZR | partnership for sustainable development

Source: http://www.unic.un.org.pl/strony-2011-2015/agenda-na-rzecz-zrownowazonego-rozwoju-
2030-i-cele-zrownowazonego-rozwoju/2850#sthash.8qRIAcBIL.dpuf

21



ISSN 2074-5362 (print), ISSN 2522-9702 (online). Esponeiicokuit gekmop ekonomiunozo pozeumxy. 2019. Ne 2 (27)

The basic principles of sustainable development are not set and unchanged
once and for all, but are developed through global dialogue. In its initial phase,
the emphasis was on economic development and environmental protection.
The concept of sustainable development was then broadened and deepened
to include social development and ecocentric vision of nature. Therefore, the
concept of sustainable development is being developed with the participation
of various interested parties representing different perspectives [Rokicka and
Wozniak 2016].

Atthe 2002 World Summit on Sustainable Development, the three commonly
used flares of sustainable development were identified: economy, environment
and society, which are inextricably linked. In this way, attention was drawn to
the fact that development cannot be seen only in economic terms. Sustainable
economic development should lead to greater social cohesion (equal opportunities,
counteracting discrimination and exclusion, greater economic equality) and
improve the quality of natural environment by reducing the negative impact of
production and consumption on the environment and by protecting ecosystems
[Rokicka and Wozniak 2016].

With regard to the inclusion of three pillars in sustainable development,
the right definition is given by Piontek [2005], stating that it is “a lasting
improvement in the quality of life of present and future generations through the
formation of appropriate proportions between three types of capital: economic
(E), human (L) and natural (P)”. Usually the abbreviation 3xP is given, from
the English words planet, people, and at the very end profit. This order suggests
emphasis on preserving the Earth’s resources, not threatening the environment,
and only at the very end do we see profit. The definition given above also
indicates the recipients of sustainable development — both current society and
future generations.

Boris [2003] states that the essence of sustainable development is the
integration of environmental, economic and social order. According to Piagtek
[2007], there are different ways of understanding the concept of sustainable
development depending on which of the three interdependent sectors is the
reference point of conducted analyses. If the sustainable development is analyzed
from the natural sector point of view, then in the semantic field of this notion, the
eco-development, i.e. subordination of the social and economic activity to the
requirements of environmental protection, comes to the fore. If the sustainable
development is analysed from the economic sector point of view, then the principle
of substitution and sustainability of this development and intergenerational justice
come to the fore, i.e. the postulate that economic development should not only
satisfy the needs of the presently living generations, but also not reduce the
chances of satisfying the needs of future generations. In the economic context,
intergenerational justice turns out to be an important point of reference. However,
when the sustainable development is analysed from the socio-political sector point
of view, the analysis of its axiological background rooted in human nature and
in specific political decisions concerning the strategy of balancing development
in social and economic activity comes to the fore. Therefore, the three aspects
of sustainable development should be treated as complementary rather than
competitive.
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Conditions for achieving sustainable development. Many barriers hinder
the large-scale implementation of sustainable development. Identification of
these barriers helps to develop solutions, prioritize and enhance good practice in
sustainable development. Among the most important are:

1) building a low-carbon economy that uses resources in a rational and
economical way and uses environmentally friendly technologies and production
methods;

2) modernization of the global green movement: this movement must bring
together communities and organizations to jointly develop practical solutions and
engage in the fight for fairness and global inequalities;

3) environmental protection: reducing greenhouse gas emissions and
preventing biodiversity loss;

4) building the institutional base for change: the transition to sustainable
development depends on joint and coherent action by political and business
leaders, governments (national, regional and urban) and effective international
environmental governance [EUROPE 2020].

According to Skrobacki [2011], it is possible to define the conditions for
achieving sustainable development in the following forms:

1) reduce the consumption of many raw materials and the amount of pollution
generated, as the acceptable limits have already been exceeded; and

2) limit the growth of material and energy resources, as there is a risk that in
the coming decades there will be a decrease in energy production capacity, which
will result in a decrease in industrial and agricultural production; and

3) it is necessary to resign from the policy and practice of continuous growth
of consumption, promoting a qualitative change in living patterns where it is more
important to “be” rather than “have”;

4) innovative technologies are necessary in order to increase the efficiency of
using material and energy resources.

Also other authors [Tapio et al. 2007, Skala-P6zniak 2010] emphasize the
new approach taking into account the following characteristics of development:

— immaterialization — growth of a qualitative nature, increase in the share
of intangible production in global production (tertialization of the economy —
increase in the importance of service sector),

— dematerialization — eco-efficiency, separation of dependencies between
environmental damage and material production,

— decarbonization — separation of the relation between economic growth and
growth in CO2 production,

— decoupling — separation of the relation between economic growth and
growth in transport needs.

All elements present in the sustainability concept should contribute to its
development in all spheres of life. Poverty and hunger in all their forms and
dimensions should be eliminated and all people should be able to realize their
potential with dignity, in a healthy environment and in accordance with the
principle of equality. We should protect the Earth from a deteriorating environment
through sustainable consumption and production, sustainable management of
natural resources and urgent action to combat climate change, supporting the
needs of present and future generations. All people must be guaranteed a dignified
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and fulfilling life and economic, social and technological development must be
in harmony with nature. All people should have peace in the world, because
there is no sustainable development without peace, and there is no peace without
sustainable development [Latoszek et al. 2016].

According to Hull [2007], the idea of sustainable development gives hope for
overcoming the current crisis of civilization and entering a new path of civilization
development. The chances of achieving this goal will definitely increase if:

— this idea will be understood and implemented integrally and universally in relation to

— all spheres of human activity (political, economic, social...),

— it will be integrated with commonly accepted social and ethical ideals such
as equality, social justice, civilization of love, solidarity;

—itwill bearticulated in the form of emotionally saturated messages understandable
to everyone and conducive to the interiorization of its values and content;

— its promotion and programming will go hand in hand with alleviating the
disparities between the poor (hungry) and the rich — both at global and local level,
which is primarily known for its self-restraint on consumption;

— this idea will not only be included (programmed) globally (as in Rio de
Janeiro). It is necessary to implement it consistently on a global scale;

— it will be accompanied by the elimination of armed conflicts, war threats
and progressive disarmament.

Conclusions. According to Hull [2007], the vision of sustainable development
is undermined by the growing corporate globalization of economic life with its
constant pursuit of profit, dominant value systems, ideologies and the daily routine
of consumption and overconsumption, a political practice based on immediate
— until the next elections — goals and promises, failures to implement them,
international initiatives and projects, and the ever-increasing threats and war
conflicts. This vision, in turn, is supported by the growing belief that humanity
is threatened by ecological and social self-destruction. It is also fostered by the
accelerating growth of ecological awareness in various social circles, especially
among youth, intellectual and organizational maturation of anti-corporate and
“green” alter globalist movements, as well as pro-ecological technological
progress.

The concept of sustainable development attracts more and more supporters
and, most importantly, is being implemented in many countries, especially
those with developed market economies. It is based on people as environmental
actors, our planet as an area (object) of human influence and partnership. Only an
integrated approach will achieve the goal of this concept, i.e. prosperity and peace
in the world.
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